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In the last two decades, not surprisingly, many scholars have talked about the emergence of the post-
representative politics (Keane 2013, De Blasio and Sorice 2018, Ceccarini and Diamanti 2018). The crisis of 
representation, in fact, can easily be interpreted as a deficit of trust on the part of citizens towards political 
institutions. In this climate of mistrust, the demands for more participatory forms of democracy and a citizens’ 
critical (Norris 1999) and monitorial approach to politics (Rosanvallon 2006) are growing, as well as reactions 
that push towards the request for new forms of representation, such as those that we can define as "hyper-
representation" and which constitute the background of many contemporary populisms. The lack of trust in 
political institutions generates three areas of response from citizens: a) social apathy; b) the request for a 
more accurate control over representative institutions (the sanctioning democracy); c) the request for new 
forms of participation (from active citizenship to different forms of democratic innovations to the emergence 
of new “challenger parties”). 
After 2018 general elections, Italy constitutes an interesting example of the consolidation of a post-
representative democracy; this is provoking a radical change in the political scenario, a deep transformation 
in the logic of political communication (Berlusconi’s era seems paradoxically really far away) and a diffusive 
development of new and individualized (Micheletti 2003) forms of political participation. 
The panel aims at highlighting the radical transformation of Italian and European political scenario following 
the insurgence of the post-representative politics and some instances of depoliticisation and its controversial 
relationship with the media, both “traditional” and “digital.  
In order to discuss these topics, papers that focus on the linkages between media use, political participation 
and citizens’ involvement, as well as on a multidisciplinary and comparative approaches are very welcome. 
 
If you are interested in contributing to the panel, please send an abstract (max 300 words) by 19th October 
2018 to luigi.ceccarini@uniurb.it and michele.sorice@ccps.it 
 
 
 

 


